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2022 Section 18 Label Granted for       
Ultra Blazer Use in Sugarbeet 
 

A Section 18 emergency exemption label has again been granted 
for Ultra Blazer use in sugarbeet in Minnesota and North Dakota 
in 2022.  A Section 18 label must be applied for, and approved, annually by the 

EPA and State Departments of Ag.  EPA agreed to this label since our only viable 
option for waterhemp control are soil residual herbicides applied as PPI/PRE and 
lay-by and there are no viable POST emergent herbicide options. 

Research supporting the Section 18 label was conducted by Dr. Tom Peters and 
graduate student, Emma Burt, and is on-going since 2017. Their research 
demonstrated sugarbeet tolerance and waterhemp control from Ultra Blazer alone 
or in mixtures with glyphosate. UPL, the makers of Ultra Blazer, are committed in 
working to obtain a full Section 3 label in sugarbeet. 

The primary control program for waterhemp is a layered soil applied 
herbicide program, Pre/PPI followed by Lay-by applications.   
An Ultra Blazer application is for “escaped waterhemp” control if soil applied 
herbicides had not been activated prior to waterhemp emergence.  Waterhemp 
escapes not controlled will cause economic losses at levels that warranted the 
Section 18 Ultra Blazer label to be instated.   
 

Notes for Ultra Blazer use in sugarbeet: 
• Sugarbeet must be at the 6-leaf stage or greater for application 

• Application prior to 6-leaf stage will increase the likelihood of 
sugarbeet injury 

• One Ultra Blazer application per season 

• Ultra Blazer application rate = 16 fl oz/acre 

• Ultra Blazer should be applied with a non-ionic surfactant at 0.125% v/v 

• Ultra Blazer is the only acifluorfen product approved in sugarbeet 

• Application Volume: 10-20 gallons of spray solution/broadcast acre 
• Coverage is essential, use higher water volumes, especially on 

bigger waterhemp 

• Target waterhemp less than 4” tall,  
• Control is reduced as waterhemp gets larger 

• UB can only be tank-mixed with glyphosate and ammonium sulfate (AMS) 

• Do not tank-mix with any pesticides other than glyphosate & AMS 

• Use of crop oil or methylated seed oil will significantly increase the 
potential for visual crop injury 

• Restricted Entry Interval (REI) = 48 hours 

• Pre-Harvest Interval (PHI) = 45 days 

• Do not apply Ultra Blazer after July 29th  

• Aerial application is prohibited 
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https://www.crystalsugar.com/media/alxfj5z2/pre-emerge.pdf
https://www.crystalsugar.com/media/alxfj5z2/pre-emerge.pdf
https://www.crystalsugar.com/media/1i1frsx2/layby.pdf
https://www.crystalsugar.com/media/lalbqt1e/rr-resistance-management.pdf
https://www.crystalsugar.com/media/lalbqt1e/rr-resistance-management.pdf
https://www.crystalsugar.com/media/lalbqt1e/rr-resistance-management.pdf


American Crystal Sugar Company    2 

 

What to Expect for Sugarbeet Injury Symptoms                   
from Ultra Blazer 
 

In 2021 there were a few challenges in timing Ultra Blazer applications.  There 
was uneven sugarbeet emergence that resulted in varying sugarbeet growth 
stages throughout fields.  This complicated timing an application based on beet 
size (6 leaf or greater).  Also, there was intense heat, over 85°F, that created more 
potential for sugarbeet injury. 
 

Bronzing of the sugarbeet leaves may occur as an injury symptom.  Necrosis or 
stature reduction injury in sugarbeet from Ultra Blazer did not reduce root yield or 
percent sugar in 2019 and 2020 research studies when applied on sugarbeet at 
the 6-leaf stage or greater. 
 

Yield loss from competing waterhemp will have a far greater impact on reducing 
sugarbeet yield and quality if waterhemp is left uncontrolled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tips to reduce Ultra Blazer Injury to Sugarbeet 

Consideration should be taken on the time of day and the environment 
(temperature & humidity) in which Ultra Blazer applications are made to reduce 
the chance of sugarbeet injury, just as in the past when we were using only 
conventional herbicides for weed control in sugarbeet.  

• Do not apply prior to the sugarbeet 6-leaf stage 

• Risk of injury is increased by high temperatures, over 85°F 

o Apply after 4 pm on days with maximum day-temperatures greater than 
85°F 

o Do not make applications after 1 a.m. if next day temperatures are 
forecasted to be over 85°F 

o Do not apply when air temperatures are above 90°F 

• Increased injury can occur with sudden changes in the environment from cool 
and cloudy to hot and sunny 

• Do not tank-mix Ultra Blazer + NIS with anything but glyphosate & AMS 

o Waterhemp control is greater with the addition of glyphosate & AMS 

o The addition of glyphosate & AMS can increase sugarbeet injury 
compared to Ultra Blazer + NIS alone 

• Maintain a 3-day interval before and after Ultra Blazer application to apply 
other pesticides to sugarbeets 

CONTACT YOUR 
AGRICULTURIST 
 
Contact your American 
Crystal Agriculturist for the 
most up-to-date information 
on issues affecting 
sugarbeets in your area. 

 

For prompt answers to your 
questions and comments, 
call and leave a message 
and Tom Astrup or one of 
his staff will respond as 
soon as possible.  
 

Shareholders:  
1-800-633-8941 

Ask 
Tom 

Bronzing injury of sugarbeet leaves from Ultra Blazer application 

Important Notice: 

Read and follow label 

directions on all 

pesticides, this 

document is not a 

substitute. 
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Observations from 2021 Ultra Blazer field applications 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glyphosate check, applied June 12, image 14 DAT Acifluorfen at 16 fl oz/acre + Glyphosate + NIS, 

applied June 12, image 14 DAT 

Waterhemp Control Comparison from Dr. Peter’s Plots 

Glyphosate Alone Vs. Glyphosate + Acifluorfen (Ultra Blazer) 

 

Good control on small  
<4” waterhemp 

Poor control on larger  
>4” waterhemp 

Does not control common 
ragweed or lambsquarters 

Increased injury to sugarbeets less than 6 leaf stage 


